Collection of Evidence Swabs for “Manual Contact” or “Digital Penetration”
The Idaho State Crime Lab is now accepting evidence swabs for “manual contact” in association with sexual assault or other interpersonal crime.  SANEs (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners) or other examiners, can collect swabs from an area that sustained vigorous or prolonged manual contact, such as strangulation or manual restraint.
If the manual contact occurred in conjunction with a sexual assault the evidence will be submitted with the SAECK (Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit); if there was no sexual assault the evidence can still be collected and submitted, but a SAECK should not be used.  Instead, extra evidence envelopes that were not used from a previous SAECK can be used, OR any evidence swabs can be used, and submitted in a non-SAECK envelope (i.e. a regular mailing envelope) or paper evidence bag (after drying 1 hour).
Swab the entire contacted area with two damp swabs; for strangulation the neck from the base of the ear to the shoulder/clavicle, across the entire neck to the base of the opposing ear should be swabbed – anywhere the assailant’s hand touched the neck.  
[image: neck - use for strangulation swabbing handout]										Evidence Envelope:Manual Contact OR Digital Penetration 
Name: _____________________________________
Date/ Time Collected: _________________________
Collected by: ________________________________
Area collected from:___________________________
Fluid: Manual Contact (or Digital Penetration)

																																																																																																																																																																																																																																
[image: ]Digital Penetration
In sexual assault, if no penile penetration occurred, but digital penetration is reported, we now also accept evidence swabs from those body cavities so penetrated.  Use four dry swabs and swab the mouth, vagina, or anus – dry one hour and submit in an envelope labeled as above.
Deb Wetherelt, RN, SANE-A; Idaho SANE/SART Coordinator    June 2021

For manual restraint, swab the entire area that had contact.
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