
Evidence Collection Cheat Sheet
The collection of evidence is completed at the request of the patient to return autonomy and self-control to them as the first step in their healing.  If the patient does not want evidence collection done it is not done regardless of who else may wish for evidence collection to be done (parent, guardian, spouse, significant other, law enforcement, etc.).  The patient gives consent and/or assent (cooperation, in the case of a non-competent patient); that consent is fluid and may be withdrawn at any time.
The patient’s history guides collection of evidence; photograph any visible injury(ies) or area(s) of tenderness and swab sites that may have had body fluid contact (saliva or semen) or vigorous or prolonged manual (skin-to-skin) contact, such as restraint, slap, pinch, or punch.
All body cavities are swabbed with FOUR dry swabs; all other sites (regardless of size) are swabbed with TWO damp (1-2 drops of sterile water) swabs.  
Wear mask and gown for evidence collection and change gloves for each site.  Open one site envelope at a time and color the ends of the swabs/envelope with a marker.
	Site
	Swabs
	Collection Technique

	Peri-oral swabs
	2
	Swab 1-2” around mouth, according to history

	Oral
	4
	Using one swab at a time, use tip of each swab to trace around gumline (front and back, top and bottom) of teeth; then swab under tongue and over hard palate.

	Neck
	2
	Swab from under chin to clavicle, from ear to ear.  If strangulation was reported and there was contact at back of neck, include that area in the sample as well.

	Breasts
	2
	Swab entire surface of both breasts with the same set of swabs

	Abdomen
	2
	Swab entire surface if contact/fluid was reported

	External Genitalia
	2
	Swab from mons pubis, over both labia majora and minora, fossa navicularis, posterior fourchette, perineum, and peri-anal surfaces

	Vagina
	4
	Use two swabs simultaneously, cover same area with second set of swabs.  Swab entire vault surface, into posterior fornix, across cervix and then rest tip of each swab (individually) gently (without swirling) of cervical os for 5-10 seconds

	Anal
	4
	Use two swabs simultaneously, cover same area with second set of swabs.  After sphincter relaxation insert swabs ONE INCH into canal and twirl swabs.

	Bite marks
	2
	Swab over entire area, then use tip of each swab to carefully outline the ‘bridging’ area between indentations.

	Other injuries
	2
	Swab entire area that was reported to have contact.  DO NOT COMBINE SITES, each site or injury should be a separate sample.

	Reference Sample
	NA
	Collect sample of patient’s blood for reference on bloodspot card (each circle needs to be only one-half full)



