Wound Definitions

Bruises/contusions:   discoloration at area of impact with blunt object
	CANNOT be dated
Ecchymosis: discoloration at area not associated with impact
Abrasions:   scraping away of skin/mucosa
Avulsion:  skin torn away by shearing or blunt force
Lacerations/tears:   irregularly-shaped wound; rupture of skin from excessive force
Hematoma:   solid swelling of clotted blood in the tissue
Swelling:   abnormal enlargement of tissue from fluid accumulation
Petechiae:   pinpoint, round, spots of hemorrhage, usually seen in clusters, flat, and do not blanch, <4mm
Purpura:  slightly larger than Petechiae, 4-10mm

