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Our Mission
Providing public safety across 
the State of Idaho through law 

enforcement excellence
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Visit our website

 www.isp.idaho.gov

Serving Since 1939!

I am proud to be part of the Idaho State Police as we 
celebrate 75 years of service to you, our citizens.  In the 
coming year we will not only celebrate the successes of 
our agency, but also the partnerships that have devel-
oped within the communities we serve.  Our partners 
include city, county, federal and other state law enforce-
ment agencies.  These partnerships allow us to collabo-
rate and combine our resources to achieve common 
objectives in preventing crime, responding to crises and 
protecting the lives of our citizens by keeping the peace.

One of the programs that capitalizes on partnerships 
and that we are most proud of is our residency program.  
ISP currently has 23 positions for resident troopers in 
the most remote parts of Idaho.  These troopers live and 
work closely with members of their community and lo-
cal law enforcement partners day in and day out to solve 
problems and address the law enforcement needs of 
that individual community.  This may include educat-
ing teens on safe driving, assisting with crowd control 
at festivals or fairs, developing information on drug traf-
ficking, showing off a patrol car to a Cub Scout pack or 
patrolling the highway and enforcing traffic laws. 

The relationships developed by our resident troopers in 
their communities have proven vital in times of crisis.  It 
was the trust between our resident trooper and a retired 
sheriff in Emmett that ended in the rescue of a teenage 

girl who was kid-
napped from Califor-
nia and brought to 
the Idaho wilderness 
after her mother 
and brother were 
both murdered.  It 
was our relation-
ship with the Valley 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice that seamlessly 
brought to bear over 
28 troopers in a few 
short hours to successfully search alongside sheriff’s 
deputies and Idaho Fish and Game officers for the fugi-
tive and victim in the most rugged and remote terrain 
of our state.  None of it could have been done without 
the relationships that are fostered between ISP and our 
public safety partners.  No agency can do it alone. 

While many changes have occurred over the 75 year 
history of the Idaho State Police, the one area that has 
not changed is our commitment to keep you and your 
family safe at home, at school, on the road or wherever 
you happen to be.  You can partner with us to achieve 
this goal by staying alert to your surroundings, driving 
responsibly, and always buckling your seatbelt!

Colonel Ralph W. Powell

The Idaho State Police (ISP) has a proud history of pro-
viding law enforcement services to Idahoans and those 
visiting our beautiful state since the Idaho State Police 
Act was signed into law in 1939.  While you may be fa-
miliar with the sight of the “black and whites” patrolling 
the interstates and highways, there is much more to ISP’s 
ability to protect your family and property.

Our agency has six district offices throughout Idaho 
that consist of Patrol, Investigations, Commercial Vehicle 
Safety, Alcohol Beverage Control, Brand Inspection and 
two Regional Communications Centers.  Headquartered 
in Meridian, ISP also provides several services that sup-
port all law enforcement agencies in Idaho including 
Planning, Grants and Research and the Bureau of Crimi-
nal Identification.  The Bureau acts as the state’s central 
repository for criminal history records, fingerprints, 
crime statistics and the Idaho Sex Offender Registry.  
The Bureau also provides access to the statewide Public 
Safety and Security Information System, known as ILETS, 

the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) and the 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) for 
Idaho law enforcement entities. 

Our three Forensics Services laboratories provide di-
rect support to Idaho’s criminal justice community 
through crime scene evidence collection and analysis.  
These laboratories, which are located in Coeur d’Alene, 
Meridian and Pocatello, analyze evidence for every law 
enforcement agency in the state. 

The Idaho Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST), 
is a division of ISP with oversight by the POST Council.  
POST provides basic training academies for all of Ida-
ho’s peace officers, corrections, detention, probation 
and parole officers and public safety dispatchers.  The 
Idaho Criminal Intelligence Center, our state’s designat-
ed Fusion Center, is also hosted and overseen by ISP.  
Lastly, ISP provides oversight to the Idaho State Racing 
Commission that regulates and licenses horseracing. 
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Goals and Progress

Maintain investigations caseloads of “self-
initiated” and “agency assist” cases at a ratio 
of 60% self-initiated to 40% agency assist.

Performance Measures

Aggressive Enforcement of Hazardous  
Moving Violations
2011

51,734

Patrol primary responsibilities:  Responding to 
service calls from motorists, traffic enforcement, 
crash investigations, assisting other law en-
forcement agencies, as well as criminal interdic-
tion.  The number of troopers assigned to patrol 
has remained essentially static since FY2002.

“Self-initiated” cases are initiated by ISP detec-
tives, while “agency assist” cases are initiated by 
a request for ISP assistance by local law enforce-
ment agencies.  

Source:  http://dfm.idaho.gov/Publications/PerfRpt_Publications.html

2012
44,837
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Total calls for Patrol services*

Requests for Patrol services to other 
law  enforcement agencies

ABC License Compliance Rates 
 

Number of Forensics laboratory cases

Peace Officer Standards and Training 
number of academies and total 
student hours

Key Services Provided

239,146

6,504

---

8,002

15/ 
115,293

239,283

6,217

77%

8,330

20/ 
125,458

235,638 

6,058

79%

8,339

20/ 
109,780

After the repeal of Prohibition, the control and temperance of alcoholic 
beverages was the beginning of the Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) 
division of the Idaho State Police.  ABC is responsible for enforcement 
of Idaho’s liquor act, which includes the licensing and regulation of 
over 5,000 licenses to sell liquor by the drink, or beer and wine in the 
state.  Idaho is what is known as a “control state” meaning that ABC also 
licenses those that produce controlled beverages including brewers, 
wine makers, and importers in Idaho, as well as wholesale distributors 
that sell to retailers in the state.  The responsibilities of ABC in alco-
hol enforcement are vast and until the past year, the duties were per-
formed by just two detectives for the entire state.   
In 2012, the Idaho Legislature provided funding from alcohol license 
fees to increase the ABC staff to include 10 additional enforcement 
positions (eight detectives and two sergeants) and one additional ad-
ministrative assistant with oversight by a lieutenant.  These detectives 
have a goal of making face-to-face visits with every single licensee in 
the state within the next calendar year.  Many licensees have not had a 
chance to interact with ABC in person for as many as 10 years.  The goal 
is to educate the licensees and their staff on the laws that pertain to 
their establishments.  ABC also strives to support them in their endeav-
ors to comply with license requirements and curtail underage drinking 
and over service.  The detectives work closely with local law enforce-
ment agencies on enforcement operations.  They also train civic and 
advocacy groups in an effort to reduce the ills of society that are asso-

ciated with alcohol such as drinking 
and driving.  

In the past 8 months, ABC has com-
pleted approximately 1,000 licensee 
visits or 20% of their goal and has pro-
vided 15 training sessions through-
out different parts of Idaho.  ABC is 
also charged with ensuring compli-
ance by licensees with Idaho’s gam-
ing statutes, certain prohibited acts 
and conducting compliance opera-
tions to Enforce Underage Drinking 
Laws (EUDL).  These operations are 
conducted randomly throughout the 
state in an effort to achieve a 100% 
compliance rate of alcohol licensees 
not selling alcohol to persons under 
21 years-old.  In 2012, there was ap-
proximately an 83% compliance rate 
by Idaho alcohol licensees.

ABCs of Alcohol Beverage Control

2011
71%:29%

2010
50,427

h
h

2010 2011 2012

215,676

5,411

83%

8,197

20/ 
122,516

2013

2013
40,925

2010
66%:34%

Often working unnoticed behind the scenes and in plain clothes, the 
detectives in our Investigations division are not as recognizable as our 
troopers, but they are just as vital to our agency.  These hard working 
men and women conduct a variety of criminal investigations that in-
clude homicide, sexual assault, computer crimes such as child pornog-
raphy, murder-for-hire and conflict investigations for other agencies.  
Additionally, as mandated by Idaho statute, our investigators’ main 
emphasis is investigating upper level drug trafficking organizations 
operating within Idaho. Oftentimes these crimes include racketeering 
and money laundering. These types of investigations may take months 
or even years to complete due to their complexity. Prosecution of these 
crimes takes place in both state and federal courts, and often cross 
state lines and international borders into Mexico and Canada.

ISP currently has 54 investigators situated throughout its six district of-
fices which are located in Coeur d’Alene, Lewiston, Meridian, Jerome, 
Pocatello and Idaho Falls.  The detectives attempt to maintain a case 
load of 60% “self-initiated” cases to 40% “agency assist” cases.  By striv-
ing to maintain this ratio, ISP attempts to measure its ability to be pro-
active in detecting and dismantling drug operations against the reac-
tive demand of working investigations of crimes already committed.    

According to the 2012 Investigations Personnel Allocation Measure-
ment Study conducted for ISP, the number of detectives for a state with 
the population size of Idaho, and to maintain current case load statis-
tics, ISP needs, at minimum, 14 additional detective positions.  With the 
important work that ISP Investigations provides to our citizens, we are 
continually looking for ways to increase the size of our investigations 
staff in order to account for the increase in workload in assisting other 

h

h

Investigating in Idaho

The measures reported on this page were included based on the input we received from a group of citizens from the community.  What 
would you like to see reported on this page?  Let us know by contacting our Public Information Officer at teresa.baker@isp.idaho.gov.

Detectives Investigating a Mobile Clandistine Meth Lab Located in a Van

agencies and to 
prevent the fur-
ther proliferation 
of illicit drugs into 
our communities.  

Alcohol Beverage Detective circa 1930

h

*

2012
57%:43%

2013
84%:16%



Revenue and Expenditures

Our K-9 Program and Drug Interdiction Teams

The Idaho State Police receives the majority of its revenue 
from dedicated funding sources.  These sources come from 
user fees or taxes that are collected to finance a specific ser-
vice or project.  Examples of dedicated funds for ISP are fuel 
tax and monies collected from vehicle registrations.

General funds are monies collected from taxes and fees im-
posed by the state such as individual and corporate income 
tax, product and sales tax.  These are the main sources of 
funds for many state agencies and services.  
 

Federal funds received by ISP include those used directly for 
our programs, or passed through to other state and local units 
of government for criminal justice activities.

Budget Chart Source:  Division of Idaho State Police and POST Academy 
Legislative Fiscal Report 2012 for Fiscal Year 2013.
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Revenues and Expenditures  
by Program FY2013

Director’s Office 

Executive Protection 

Investigations 

Patrol 

Law Enforcement Programs 

Support Services 

Forensic Services 

Peace Officer Standards & Training

Total
FY2013 FUND SOURCE

General
	

Dedicated

Federal

   17,616,600	    28%

   35,876,700	    56%

     9,935,600	   16%

$63,428,900	 100%
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2,476,600 

530,400

8,122,400 

35,010,800 

2,303,500 

6,650,600 

4,008,400 

4,326,200

$63,428,900

2,372,900 

578,900 

7,520,400 

31,883,700 

1,781,600 

6,333,800 

3,962,300 

3,870,000

$58,303,500

4% 

1% 

13% 

55% 

3% 

11% 

7% 

6%

General

Dedicated

Federal

BY FUND AMOUNT	      %

ISP K-9 Bingo and handler Trooper Steve Otto

The value of a detection dog with a trooper cannot 
be overlooked when searching for illicit drugs that 
are continuously being trafficked across Idaho.  The 
vast number of high value drug seizures that have 
been detected by ISP in partnership with city and 
county K-9 officers in the past few years is the impe-
tus for ISP’s expansion of its own K-9 program.  

“Bingo”, a Labrador and Golden Retriever mix, was 
added to our force in 2013 as a drug detection dog  
and as part of ISP’s drug interdiction team.  The pro-
gram was funded with grants from the Northwest 
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Pro-
gram through the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy (ONDCP).  

In January 2014, ISP will send three more troopers 
and K-9s to an eight-week school to be trained and 
certified as passive alert detection dogs.  Certifica-
tion includes standards for detection dogs to obey 
basic control commands that most well-behaved 
dogs should obey, such as “sit” and “stay”, but they 
must also be able to find drugs in residential and 

Idaho State Police Domestic 
Highway Enforcement FY2013 

Drug Seizures

Total Seizures:  74
Marijuana:  806 pounds

Methamphetamine:  58.92 pounds
Cocaine:  29.7 pounds

Weapons tied to drug trafficking:  14

commercial buildings, vehicles, containers and ex-
terior open areas.  To be certified, the drug canines 
are required to detect marijuana, cocaine, meth-
amphetamine, heroin and opiate derivatives.  The 
troopers assigned as handlers will live and care for 
their four-legged partners twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week.  

In addition to Bingo in District 4, the troopers and 
K-9s will be assigned to District 1 in Coeur d’Alene, 
District 3 in Meridian and District 6 in Idaho Falls.  
The interstate corridors in these areas have been 
increasingly used by major narcotics trafficking or-
ganizations to get their product from Mexico to lo-
cations throughout the U.S. and Canada.  Addition-
ally, with marijuana becoming legal in surrounding 
states, there have been escalating amounts of mari-
juana crossing into Idaho on its way to the Midwest 
and beyond.  

We believe that we can help stem the tide of illegal 
drugs flowing into our communities by being inno-
vative in our approach to interdiction.  

DRUG TRAFFICKERS BEWARE!

An independent audit of the State’s financial statements is currently being conducted.  Financial information is prepared according to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).  When completed, the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report can be viewed on the State Controller’s Website at www.sco.idaho.gov.

Examples of Drugs and Paraphernalia Seized During ISP Traffic Stops



curity.  ISP is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Center and 
a multi-jurisdictional board is responsible for governance.

[IC]²  has historically been funded by federal grant dollars through the 
Bureau of Homeland Security (BHS) with the exception of the personnel 
provided by partner agen-
cies.    The services provided 
to Idaho’s 44 county sheriff’s 
offices and over 80 city and 
tribal police departments 
are free of charge.  During 
the FY2012, [IC]² responded 
to over 4,000 requests from 
agencies ranging from crim-
inal case support and de-
confliction to intelligence 
and officer safety bulletins 
and training.   

A recent example of the 
work provided by the analysts in the [IC]² was demonstrated during the 
Amber Alert for San Diego kidnapping victim Hannah Anderson whose 
abductor took her over 1,200 miles to the Frank Church River of No Re-
turn Wilderness Area in Valley County.  During the three days after it 
was reported to ISP and the [IC]² that the suspect and victim had been 
spotted in the wilderness, the [IC]² began 24 hour operations to vet all 
the tips and leads received on the case in Idaho and coordinate the in-
formation with investigators in California and law enforcement on the 
ground and in the air in Idaho.  The resourcefulness of the analysts and 
their ability to collaborate with partner agencies led to the quick rescue 
of the victim.  

[IC]² is committed to maintaining the civil rights, liberties and privacy 
of our citizens.  The Center abides by a comprehensive privacy policy 
consistent with the U.S. Constitution, the Idaho Constitution and all fed-
eral and state statutes governing the collection and dissemination of 
criminal intelligence.

The Idaho Criminal Intelligence Center [IC]² is Idaho’s 
designated Fusion Center.  [IC]² is responsible for inte-
grating, analyzing, producing and disseminating ac-
tionable criminal intelligence in combating criminal 
activity and terrorism through an all crimes approach.  
Idaho’s [IC]² provides a variety of services to local, 
state and federal law enforcement including Idaho’s 
Drug Tip Hotline, case de-confliction and watch cen-
ter, threat assessments, suspicious activity reports,  
timelines, flowcharts and maps of criminal activities, 
phone toll analysis, narcotics intelligence, photo line-

ups, general case support and training for over 200 fusion center liaison 
officers.

Beyond serving as a focal point for criminal case work, the [IC]²  provides 
a state and local context to help enhance the national threat picture. 
The federal government relies on critical state and local information it 
receives from fusion centers like Idaho’s.  The continual integration of 
the information received creates a national capacity to gather, process, 
analyze, and share intelligence in support of efforts to protect the coun-
try.

The [IC]² is the result of the collaborative efforts of federal, state and lo-
cal agencies and began operations in 2009.  The members that provide 
support for the Fusion Center include the Idaho Bureau of Homeland 
Security, the Idaho National Guard, the Idaho Department of Correc-
tions, the Idaho Attorney General’s Office, the Ada and Canyon County 
Sheriff’s Offices and the Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Nampa and Pocatello 
Police Departments, Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the U.S. Department of Homeland Se-

Beyond the First 75 Years

Celebrating Our Past
It has been a journey ranging from barely-
functioning motor vehicles and hardly-there 
roads to high-tech computer systems and 
biotechnology.  Some of what the Idaho State 
Police does emerges in newspaper headlines 
and local television news reports, but only 
pieces of it, as glimpses of the larger story.  
Without Compromise tells the story of what 
lies behind those headlines, and of the remarkable men and women 
involved.

Without Compromise was written by author Kelly Kast in celebration 
of the 75th Anniversary of ISP and is available by visiting our website 

at www.isp.idaho.gov.

Watch for ISP at your local community 
events during our anniversary year of 
2014.  If you have an event or parade 
that you would like to invite ISP to be in-
volved in, please contact Teresa Baker at 
teresa.baker@isp.idaho.gov. 

Idaho Criminal Intelligence Center’s Role
in Combating Crime and Terrorism
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Follow us on Twitter @IdahoStPolice

Visit our website www.isp.idaho.gov

Contact Idaho State Police Public  
Information Officer Teresa Baker at  

teresa.baker@isp.idaho.gov

We would like to hear from you!

Complete financial information can be found 
at www.legislature.idaho.gov/

IC ² Fusion Team

Connect with the Idaho State Police on LinkedIn

Agency Types Using [IC]²
07/01/12 - 06/30/13

Police Departments

County Sheriffs

State Agencies

Federal Agencies

Safety Check circa 1940

Promoting Safe Driving circa 1967

Read the Idaho State Police News & Information on 
Blogspot.com 


