
Census revealed 3,300 registered sex 
offenders who owed their DNA.
Of these, 2,800 samples were collected 
Second census revealed 20,290. 
individuals who owed DNA
Of these, 2,383 samples were collected.

Texas Department of Public Safety

Identified 20,000 individuals who 
owed their DNA
Of these, 425 samples collected by the 
time of the announcement.

Alaska Department of Public Safety

Washington State Attorney General

Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Initiatives to Collect
Missed Samples

35 states have misdemeanors which require DNA 
submission.
Wisconsin is the only state to require submission for 
all misdemeanors.
33 states require submission for at least one type of 
misdemeanor sex crime.
7 states require submission for various 
misdemeanor categories.
18 states require submission for at least one 
enumerated misdemeanor.

States with Qualifying Misdemeanors

32 states have crimes which mandate collection for 
arrest and conviction and 18 states mandate 
collection for conviction only.
49 states allow collection at multiple points 
throughout the criminal justice process.
Collection points include arrest, booking, conviction, 
sentencing, incarceration, probation/parole, sex 
offender registration, upon request, and from out of 
state transfers.

State Collection Procedures

Owed DNA is DNA an offender is required to submit when they
are arrested for or convicted of a qualifying offense. The profile is

submitted into CODIS to aid in current and future cases.

Owed DNA Legislation and
Recent Collection Efforts

Identified 635 sex offenders who owed 
their DNA
Of those, 345 DNA samples were 
collected by the time of the 
announcement.

Two-part census which identified 
15,370 missing DNA samples 
Efforts to collect from those in 
custody, under community 
supervision, and in the court process 
led to 1,503 new DNA samples. 

Suggestions for Improving Collection
Ensure collection statutes clearly indicate the steps 
when DNA can be collected and who is to collect. 
Include crime labs and collection agencies in the 
creation of owed DNA legislation.
 Improve tracking systems and increase 
communication between collection agencies and 
crime labs.
Hold collection agencies accountable for missed 
samples.
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