
Identifying Human Remains in Bonner County – Hoo Doo Mountain UHR Case 

In 2014, remains of an unidentified individual were discovered in a remote location of Idaho. Only a few 
scattered personal items were recovered nearby, none of which yielded clues to the decedent’s identity or the 
circumstances surrounding his death. With limited physical evidence and no missing persons match, the case 
quickly grew cold. With support from a SAKI (Sexual Assault Kit Initiative) grant, the Idaho State Police began an 
in-house genealogical investigation and utilized forensic document examination on personal effects found near 
the remains. This presentation highlights how interagency cooperation, advanced DNA technologies, and FIGG 
can overcome challenges posed by limited physical evidence remains, degraded documentation, and incomplete 
historical records. When combined with interviews of distant relatives and an unexpected collaboration with a 
professional genealogist in Sweden, these efforts ultimately led to the identification of the decedent.
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