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Idaho State Police 
Forensic Services 

Request for Departure from an Analytical Method or Quality Standard 

Deviation Number (assigned by QM): 

Date of Request: 
12/5/23 

Requestor/Discipline: 
Rachel Cutler/Volatiles 

Analytical Method/Quality Standard, Revision #:  
4.2.2 Analysis Run Control and Blank Requirements 

4.2.2.1 Initial Run with Calibration Curve 
For a run with a newly established calibration curve, an ethanol containing control must 
precede the first 10 samples (20 vials). The control must be run in duplicate. An 
additional control must be run at the end of the quantitative samples being analyzed so 
that the samples are bracketed by ethanol containing control samples. 

4.3.7 Column Precision Criteria 
4.3.7.1 The ethanol values obtained from column 1 and 2 must agree within 
0.0100g/100cc (exclusive of post mortem samples). 

Temporary or Permanent Deviation: 
Temporary until the next method update. 

Scope of Deviation (record specific information, e.g. affected programs, evidence types, 
expected end date; etc): 
Deviation is for 6 blood alcohol cases in which results have yet to be released. 

Deviation Request (Describe detailed instructions of the changes being made; include 
reference to specific section number(s) in the method manual): 
Request to report out the zero ethanol detected cases in a batch where the column 
precision values for one sample of the high QC was 0.0103. All other method 
requirements were met (see central data).  
Technical Justification for Analytical Method Deviations: 

The column precision issue has no effect on the zero ethanol detected cases. Cases with 
any detectable ethanol are not included in this deviation and will be re-ran at a later date. 

amattox
Stamp



 
Technical Review 
 

 Departure approved 
  Comments: Method will be updated to show that the column precision criteria does not apply for 
post-mortem samples as well as ‘non-quantitative’ ethanol (negative ethanol) and ‘qualitative only’ 
samples. 
 
 

 Departure Not Approved 
   Comments:       
                                               
Approver:      
Title: Volatile Analysis Discipline Lead 
Date: 12/5/2023 
 
Quality Review 
 
Quality Approver:  
Title: 
Date: 
 

Lab Improvement Manager
12/7/2023
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